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cracked and was leaking.  
They could easily and 
rather inexpensively re-
place it today, since they 
caught it early.  The me-

chanic explained that this 

is one of those parts that 
if it isnôt caught early, you 
end up having to replace 
the entire front axle.   
Isnôt that how it is with 
most things?  If you know 

where the potential prob-
lem areas are, and keep 
an eye on them, they are 
a lot easier to deal with. 
 

The good new is that I 
am dealing with a minor 
issue and preventing a 
major one.  The bad news 

is, Iôm sitting in the    
Express Tire, with a brand 

new hair cut, waiting.  
Even dealing with the mi-
nor issues takes time, but 
it is worth it.  Today, this 

unplanned, unexpected 
waiting is serving as a 
time to pause and reflect. 
 

My rhythm of oil change, 
hair cut, and picking up 
wine says a lot more than 
I originally realized.  I did 
not plan it, I fell into it.  I 

never asked why.  I never 
thought of reflecting, 
questioning, adapting, or 
striving to make it better.  

I did it because it worked.  
It got the jobs that need 

to get done, done.  It  
isnôt really that big of a 
deal. 
 

Unfortunately, there are 
other things that really 
are big deals, yet we still 
just do them.  We donôt 
pause and reflect, asking 

why we do what we do.  

Only 10 days until I begin 
my drive home.  Right 
now I am sitting in the 
Express Tire in Ocean-
side, which as the name 

aptly describes, is beside 
the ocean.  I came in  
because they have the 
best price on an oil 

change Iôve seen in a long 
time, $11.88, and they do 
a good job.  Additionally, 

itôs a really nice set up.  I 
drop off the car and walk 
across the street to get 
my hair cut.  By the time 
Iôm done with my haircut, 
theyôre done with my oil 

change.  Then I hop in 
the car go down the block 
to Pier View Grocery, 

once again named  
because you can view 
the pier from it, and 
pick up the wine for 

communion.  It is a 
smooth system that 
just seems to work.  
The reality is weôve all 
got these systems. 
 

But, today is a bit   
different.  Iôm sitting in 

Express Tire because 
while changing my oil, 

they found something.  It 
turns out my CV joint had 

Iôm not suggesting that 
pausing and reflecting be 
done in every matter.  
Too much reflecting, can 

simply be paralysis.  How-
ever, I do want to pause 

on some of the big things 
we do.  Those things we 
do week in and week out.  
Thatôs what we are going 
to do in the first several 

weeks I am with you as 
Pastor.  Iôve been reflect-
ing on a few questions 
this year:  Why do I 
preach?  Why do we sing?  
Why do we give?  Where 

do we start?  These  
questions will serve as 
catalysis for the first four 
sermons. 
 

After that drive, I will be 

ordained and become 
your Pastor.  Iôve been 
reflecting on that since 

April 27 when it was    
announced.  As the time 
grows closer so does my 
joy.  I am extremely 
humbled by the outpour-
ing of love and support 

my family and I have  
received throughout this 
move.  Thank you for the 
showering of gifts and the 
countless hours many of 
you have given to get our 
home ready.  As I look 

out at the waves crashing 
on the golden coast, I 
long to see them in my 
rearview mirror and serve 
you and our risen Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
in the midst of those   

amber waves of grain (as 
well as fields of corn,  
soybeans, and pumpkins). 

 
 Pastor Henry Graf 
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for newsletters and other    

important Promise               

information, please go to our 
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Listó or call us at 260-493-9953. 
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August 8       6-8pm 

Youth Movie Night  

Meet in the Barn 

For anyone going in to the 6th-

12th grades 

 

August 10      7:30pm 

Young Adults  (20-30 yr olds) 

Food & Fellowship 

Meet at Wings Etc. 
 

August 12       6-9pm 

Back to School Party 

Get some hang time in before 

starting another school year.   

There will be games, kickball, 

and tons of ice cream.  Tell 

your friends! 

Youth & Young Adult Upcoming Events 

Tidbits of Promise 

Women of Faith tickets are 

available for $89 each.  If you 

are interested, call Cyndi 

Brames at 486-2144. 

 

Thank you to our Promise 

family for all the beautiful cards 

and gifts welcoming us.  We 

are honored to be serving with 

you and are blessed by your 
generosity and kindness for the 

shower as well as the time and 

assistance in preparing our 

home.  The Graf family 

 

Thank you  Greetings in 

Christ from CTS!  We are 

writing you concerning the 

wonderful, selfless support that 

you have shown to the Food 

and Clothing Co-op at the 

seminary.  Without the      

generous support of numerous 

individuals, congregations, and 

organizations, our very     
beneficial Co-op would cease 

to exist, so we sincerely thank 

you for your kind support!  

Seth & Mandy Clemmer 

Biggest Loser Challenge 

starting Sept. 7 thru Nov. 23 

from 6:30-7:15pm at New  

Haven Fitness Center (donõt 

need to be a member) in New 

Haven.  The cost is $20 which 

goes towards prize money.  

Martha & Terry Hoeppner are 

the leaders of this fun and  

supportive group.  In our last 3 
month class, 187.7 pounds 

were lost.  What have you got 

to LOSE?  Questions?  Call 

Terry or Martha at 749-0035. 
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At the Board of Directors 

meeting on July 12, the Board 

discussed the following: 

¶ Julie Wood has asked to 

step down from her   

position as treasurer.  

Becky Zulagar will work 

with Julie during the   

transition. 

¶ The Lutheran Foundation 

approved Promiseõs grant 

request for $3,000 for a 

youth New Yearõs Eve 

event and an Understand-

ing Your Teens Seminar.  

The $7,000 for webcasting 

was declined.  Promise will 

reapply for $6,000 for 

youth ministry outreach 

and $1,000 for WiFI. 

¶ The Transition Team  

reported that everything is 

well under way for the 

Ordination service and 

reception.  We are     

planning for around 400 

people.  A press release 

was submitted to the Fort 

Wayne Lutheran as well as 

other area publications. 

 

If you have any questions   

regarding these issues, please 

contact a Board member. 

From the Board of Directors 
2010 Board of Directors 

 

Jerry Ehle, Chairman 
 

Bob Persyn,                 

Vice Chairman 
  

Julie Wood, Treasurer 
 

Doug Sawyer,              

Financial Secretary 
 

Sharon Wearley,                  

Human Resources 
 

Ron Hormann, Facilities 
 

Jerry Hapke, Marketing 
 

Congregational Reps: 

Dale Rekeweg 

Judy Deimling 

Chris Kurtz 

Scott Liggett 

Jean Moore 

August 26        6:40-8:45pm 

High School Ministry to  

Beacon Heights Apartments 

Meet at the church 

Bingo at Beacon Heights Apart-

ments for high school students.  

Here is a great chance to serve.  

Feel free to bring some friends 

and come with a servantõs 

heart.  Be at the church at 6:40.  
We will return at 8:45. 

Education Hour will start on Sunday, 

September 12, following the worship 

service.  There will be classes available 

for pre-school through adults. 



¶ Canned Vegetables 

¶ Soups 

¶ Tuna 

¶ Pancake Mix & Syrup 

¶ BBQ Sauce 

¶ Rice 

¶ Instant Mashed Potatoes 

¶ Chocolate Chips 

¶ Muffin Mixes 

¶ Juice 

¶ Biscuit Mix 

¶ Cooking Spray 

¶ Paper Products 

¶ Cleaners 

Prayerfully consider helping to 

make a difference in the lives of 

others by supporting our One 

Can Make a Difference minis-

try.  For the month of August, 

we will be collecting items 

needed by the Woodburn 

Christian Childrenõs Home.  

They are in need of the      

following items: 

¶ Canned chicken 

¶ Cereal 

¶ Instant Oatmeal 

¶ Spaghetti Sauce 

¶ Canned Fruit 

¶ Laundry Soap 

¶ Shampoo 

¶ Deodorant 

¶ Gift Cards 

¶ Prayers 

 

If you would like to 

donate items, 

please bring them 

to worship with 

you on Sunday mornings and 

place the items in the basket in 

the Commons labeled òOne 

Can.ó 

One Can Make a DifferenceñAugust 

From the Mission FieldñRita Beach Update 

like motorcycles and have had 

years of practice on them!   

My good friend, Pastor Tom, 

and I have been working on all 

the details for the conference.  

Weõre excited to see the   

outcome! 

Please pray for the following: 

¶ Success for the Scripture 

Union Youth Conference 

on July 31. 

¶ That the Speakers and 

Workshops impact the 

youths lives for the Lord 

¶ That many students will 

want and be able to come 

to the conference. 

¶ That the entire function is 

graced by the Lord. 

Thank you all for your prayers 

and financial support! 

 

With Love, Rita 

Wow it has been 5 months 

since Iõve left the States.  To 

see our weekly adventures, 

please feel free to go to my 

Facebook page at http://

www.facebook.com/home.php?

#!/profile.php?id=718496448. 

All is great here!  Iõm working 

on getting a Scripture Union 

Youth Conference finalized.  It 
is on July 31.  Iõve been deliver-

ing invitation letters to Secon-

dary Schools in the area (a very 

large area).  It is a good thing I 

 

Every summer, staff and stu-

dents have the opportunity to 

travel all over the country and 

even the world on what Cru 

calls Summer Project.  Youõll 

often hear these Projects   

referred to as òspiritual green-

houses.ó  These trips last any-

where from 3-12 weeks.    

Students come from all over 
the country to different  loca-

tions to spend their summer 

being trained in ministry leader-

ship skills, getting jobs (their 

Ministry Site Location), growing 

in their walks with the Lord 

and learning to share their faith 

with people in the area.  The 

goal of a Summer Project is to 

develop fully-equipped godly 

leaders, who will then take 

what theyõve learned and apply 

it on their campuses and in 

their future jobs to continue to 

reach this world for Christ. 

This summer, I am with a group 
of 45 students and 20 staff in 

Wildwood, NJ.  Iõm basically 

doing what Iõve been doing all 

year but in a much more    

intense way.  We are with the 

students almost 24/7 discipling 

and challenging them in their 

walks with the Lord.  Half way 

through the summer the staff 

leave and the Project becomes 

completely student led.  Every 

role that a staff person plays 

will be taken over by a student 

leader.  This really allows for 

amazing leadership opportuni-
ties that grows these students 

immensely. 

Thank you so much for being a 

part of making these summers 

happen! 

From the Mission FieldñLinsey Persyn Update 
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